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Acts, Ordinances, President’s Orders and Regulations
" SENATE SECRETARIAT
Islamabad, the 10th August, 2021

No. F. 9(28)/2021-Legis.—-—The following - Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) received the assent of the President on 29th July, 2021 and is
hereby pubilshed for general information:- '

ACTNO. X1IL OF 2021
An Act to re-organize and create the National Institute of Health

.~ Whereas it is expedient to re-organize the National Institution of Health
and to provide for an autcnomous body to corporate and manage institutes and -
centers for carrying out research and for the prevention of the spread of
infectious diseases and health emergencnes in Pakistan, for the purposes herem
after' appearing; :

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

" CHAPTER-I
PRELIMIVARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—{1) Th:s Act shall be
called the National Institute of Health (Re-organization} Act, 2021.

(541)
Price: Rs. 40.00
[1166(2021) Ex.Gaz]
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@
3)

2.

It extends to the whole of Pakista.n.‘

It shall come into force at once..

CHAPTER-II
DEFINITIONS -

Definitions.—In this Act, unless there is anything -epugnant in the

“subject or context;

(a)

(b)
()
(d)

(e

0

(g)

(h)
(i)

M

*)
0

(m)

“Board” means the Board of Govemols of the NIH estabhshed
under section 6 i

“center” mea_ns a center establislied under section +;

“Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Board.

“Chief Executive Officer” means the chief executive ofﬁcer of

NIH appomted by the Board;

“Chief Financial Officer” means the person appointed under
section 22; S :

“confidential national data™ means such data as may be defined as
confidential in the national or’sccyrity interests of Pakistan by the -
Federal Government;

“Executive Director” means the Executive Director of an institute -
or center appointed by the Federal Government;

“Institute” means an institute provided for under scction 4;

“National Institute of Health”™ or “NIH” mears the' National

Institute of Health established under section 3;

prescnbed means prescrlbed by rules or renulqtlons made under

this Act;’

“rules” means rules made under this Act:

“regulations” means regulations made by the Board under this Aet;

and

“unit” means a unit established within an Institute or center.
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CHAPTER-TII
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

3. ' Establishment of the National Institute of Health.—(I)
Immediately and not later than thirty days after the commencement of this Act,
the Federal Government shall establish an autonomous body,_ifl'acéordance with
the provisions of this Act, to be called the National Institute of Health.

(2) The National Institute of Health shall be an autonomous body;' :

corporate having perpetual succession and a commeon seal with power, subject to

the provisions of this Act, to acquire, hold and dispose of property, both movable

and immovable, and shall by its name sue and be sued.

"(3) The headquarters of the National Institute of Health shall be at
Islamabad. ' : o :

'(4) The National Institute of Health shall be subject to policies of the

Federal Government

4. Institutes and Centers of Health and Disease Controi;'*(.l) The

following institutes and centers for health and disease control shall be setup and

 operate under the control and authority of the National Institute of He_glth;
(a) | Ceqter for-disedse control,
(b) Heaith Reseérch. Institute; -
(c)‘ VT\-IationaI H_ealth Laeratory;
| . (_d) Health 4Data Center;
(e) Inétitﬁte of Nutrition and Healfh; -
(f) Vaccine and Biological Prlodu_cts Cénter; énd

(g} center for environmental and occupational health..

(2Y Each institute and center shall be headed by an Executive Director

appointed in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

5. Search and nomination committee.—(1) The" Prime _Minis_ter'

shall constitute a search and nomination. committee, for recommendations of
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persons suitable to be appointed as members of the Board of Goyernors, which
shall consist as per following Table, namely:- '

Table
St. No. {Person appeinted or nominated _ : Status
(1) @ o 3)
Minister in-charge or a Federal Minister Chairman
a. . . . : .
, -nominated by the Prime Minister
b, Secretary Establishment Division : | Vice-Chairman
c. Secretary Ministry of National Health Services member
d The head of a renowned publlc or pm ate M:mber
" Imedical university . . '
. The head of a public or private medical |member
' institution renowned for research _
A representative of civil soctety with [Mumber
f. |substantial contributien to public healthcare to. '
be nominated by the Prime Minister
"|a senior member of the medical profession member
& lto be nominated by the Prime Minister _

(2) The Chairman shall chair the meeting of the search and nomination
comunittee and in his absence, the Vice-Chairman shall chair the meeting,

3) A member nominated under sub-section (f) or (g) shalE unless
otherwise directed by the Prime Mmlster hold -office for a perio:l of three years
and shall be eligible for another term of three years or part thercof as the
Prime Minister may deem appropriate:

Provided that the appointing authority, may remove a me nber other than
ex-officio member at any time after giving him an opportunity of being heard.

{4} A quorum fora fneeting of the Committee shall be five members of
which at least three are members appointed under clause (d) to (g1 of Sub—sectiQn
(1}. All decisions of the Committee shall be taken by a majority.

6. - Board of Governors.—(1} There shall be a Board «f Governors of
the NIH t¢ administer and manage its affairs and shall have overall
superintendence and control over the functions of the NIH and th [nstitutes and
Centers functioning under the NIH and all related matters.
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(2}

The Board shall comprise of the following nine members, none of

whom shall have a conflict of interest including any afﬁhatlons with interest
groups or non-governmental organizations;

(2)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(e)

- ®

(g)

(h)

()
(3)

Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation and
Coordination; Ex-officio

Surgeon General of Pakistan;

an Infectious disease specialist of recognized high repute and
standing with not less than twenty years” experience in the field;

a Pathologist of recognized hlgh repute and standmg with not less
than twenty years experience in the field;

a scientist in the basic h_eaith ficlds, such as physiology,
immunology, neurosciences, genetics, proteomics etc. of-
recognized high repute and standing: with not less than twenty
years experience in the field,

a Microbiologist or Molecular Biologist of recognized high repute
and standing with not less than twenty years experience in the
field;

a person specializing in research in health nutrition, occupanonal
health or environmental health and of recognized high repute and
standing with not less than twenty years experience in the field;
a clinical research scientist of recognized high repute, as assessed,
amongst other qualities, by number of peer reviewed publications
in indexed journals, citation index and impact factor; and '

any person nominated by the Prime Minister.

The members under clause (c) to (h) of sub-section (2) shall be

appointed and notified by the Government on the recommendation of the Search
and Nomination Committee constituted under section 5. provided that the
members shall hold office for a period of three years and be eligible for re-
appointment for one further term.

(4) The Chairperson shall be appomted by the Prime ‘Minister from
amongst the members appointed under clause (c) to (i) of sub- sectlon 2 and he _
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shall preside over the Board meeiings. In case of his absence. the Board shall
elect an zcting Chairperson.

(5) A member other than members under clause (a) zad (b) of sub-
section 2, shall cease to hold office if he resigns or fails to attend three
consecutive meetings without sufficient cause or for any other reasons which
incapacitate the member to remain as member. Any such vacanc shalf be filled

~ within one month.

(6) The memberSh'rp of a member, other than members under clause
(a) and (b) of sub-section 2, may be terminated, by the Covernment by
notification and for reasons to be recorded on grounds of incorapetence, or on
the grounds in sub-section 7, or in view of actions of such member which brings
the NIH or the Board into disrepute.

{7) No person shall be appointed under clause (c) to (i) of sub-section
2, or remain as a member of the Board, if such person;

{a) is not of sound mind;

(b) has applied to be adjudged as an insolvent and his applicétion is
pending;

(c} is declared by a competent court of law as an un-dis'charged
insolvent;

(d) has been convicted by a court of law for an offence mvolvmg
moral turpitude;

. (e} has been debarred from holding any office undet provisions of law;
_or :

(f) has a conflict of interest with such a position.

7. Powers of the National Institute of Health.——(1) The NIH
through the Board of Govemnors shali;--

.(a) frame policies for the financial and administrative management of
the affairs of the institutes and centers functioninz under the NIH
and do all such acts and take all such steps as are 1ecessary for the
promotion and fulfillment of the objectives and functions of the
NIH, institutes and centers:;
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tb)

(©
(d)

te)

o

(g)

(h)

(0

@

{rame regulations to, govern the working of each of the institutes
and centers and to lay down procedure for the conduct of the
business of the NIH, institutes and .centers and its various
‘committees and sub-commitiees;

'.presunbe ﬁll’]CIIOH"\ of an institute. or Centel in addition to lhoqc
prescribed under this Act;

be the custodian of the national hedlth fund and, administer the
fund; '

frame national policies and programs for discase control; -

provide a national or provincial health disease advisorv to the
' Federal Government and any or all the Provincial Governments; |

appeoint working groups, committees and sub-committees from
amongst its mémbers or experts, whether foreign or Pakistani, as it
may consider necessary to assist it in the discharge of its functions

~ or assist in the discharge of the functions of any institute or center

as deemed necessary;

appoint and pregcribe the terms and conditions of employment and

- manner of appointment for all officers and employees of the NiH

and each of its institutes and centers to carry out the purposes of
this Act; and

prescribe fees and eh&rges for services to be rendered by the NIH
or any institute or center on a commermal basis for raising revenue.

In the discharge of its functions the Board shall be guided by

policies of the Federal Govemment and the Provincial Governments as may be
issued from time to time.

- 8.
Board - of

Functions of the Board—(1) The functions of the NIH and i
Governors, -and its institutes and centers where “applicublc,

notwuhstandmg additional functions and powers of each Institute and Center
provided for in this Act, shall mclude— '

()

10 advise the Federal Government and Provincial Governments on
the control of diseases by suitable methods; - :
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(b)

(¢

(d)

(e)

)

{g)

(h)

(K

W

to implement programs of disease control;

to implement any schemes for health managenent and disease

control as approved by the Federal Governme it .or a Provincial

Government under a bilateral arrangement with t1e NTH;

to investigaie epidemics and other communicatb e diseases and to
conduct research on these using medern techniques arid ‘achieve
excellence and to collaborate with other concerr ed agencies under
the Federal Government or the Provincial Govertiments;

to develop methodology and standardized techniques for

investigating various diseases and health issue: prevalent in the

country;

to dissipate these techniques to the people working in the health

. profession including but not limited to training programs;

to promote medical research in all medical and related fields by
review and provision of rescarch funds for research projects, and

- overview of the_se projects . for - scientific va idity and ethical

standards.

to advise regarding environment with special reference to air, water .
and food poliution; :

to advise government on legislation regarding ozcupational health
and to promote research  into occupational and -environmental
health; o '

to analyze and test the quality of drugs and act s a laboratory for
the purpose of sub-section (5) of section 2 of the Drugs

Ordinanc_:e, 1976 (XXXI of 1976%:

to function as a producer of vaccines, sera and biologic products

‘for prophylactic and therapcutic use and acquire capability of

meeting domestic and foreign demands;

to collaborate with. international and domestic rzsearch institutes,

universities and agencies for the purposes of promoting, fostering
and enhancing medical and health research;
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(m)
(n)

(0)

(p)
G))
(r)

(8)

©

()

v)

(W)

- ®)

(y)

to collaborate with the World Health Organization in matters of
disease and health;

to conduct research on applied nutntlon and undertake nutrition
'educatlon programme; :

to advise and assist the Federal Government and Provincial
Governments and regulatory authorities in developing food
standards and pure food laws; ' '

to collect data from all over Pakistan relatmg to health and disease
research and control;

3

to issue an annual national health and disease report and approve
the annual reports to be issued by each institute and center;

to conduct the audit of the NIH and all its institutes and centers and
approve the annual cumulative accounts of the NIH;

to prepare and approve the annual budget of the NIH and each
institute and center and recommend to the Federal Government for
approval the annual budget which requires a grant by the Federal
Government;

to prescribe the terms of services of the Chief Financial Officer,
Executive Directors and all other persons employed by the NIH
and its institutes and centers commensurate with their roles,.
responsibiliti’es' and organjzational hierarchy;

to enter into any and ail contracts to carry out the purposcs of the
Ordinance as may be necessary;

to receive funding, donations or grants in any form or manner, for
the purposes of the Ordinance and to carry out.functions of the
Board; .

to approve the creation of a Division within an institute or center
and define its funcuons and scope of work; '

to develop a national health emergency action plan; and

to perform such other functions as the Board may decide.
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(2) The NIH may on behalf of the Federal Government or a Provincial
Government, perform functions relating to research and investjzation on health
and disease problems on such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon
between the NIH and the Federal or Provincial Government.

9. Meetings of the Board.—(1) The meeting of th: Board shall be

‘called by the Chairperson on such date and at such time and place as may be

specified by him.
(2) The Board shall meet at _least once every threermonths.

(3} To constitute a quorum at a meetmg of the Board ot less than five

‘members shall be present.

(4) All the meetings of the Board shall be presided at by the
Chairperson and, in the absence of the Chairperson, by the actin; Chairperson.

(5) All matters shall be .decided at a meeting of the Board by a
majority of the members present and voting, and, in the case of cquality of votes,
the Chair shall have a castmg vote. There shall be no proxy votes at a meeting of
thé Board:

Provided that, in an emergency. any matter may be decided by
circulation among all the members and any proposal so circulaizd and approved
by a majority of the members shall be as effective and binding as if such
proposal had been approved at a regular meeting of the Board.

(6) No act or proceeding of the Board shall be invalid by reason only
of the existence of any vacancy in or defect in the constitution of the Board.

10. Chief Executive Officer.(1) The Board caall select and
recormmend to the Federal Government for appointment an Executive Director of
any of the :nstitutes or centers as the Chief Executive Officer.

(2) The Chief Executive Officer shall attend the meetings of the Board
of Governors and shalt perform such functions as prescribd including the
consolidated administra_tion and functioning of the National Inst'tutes of Health.

10A. Executive Directors.-(1) The Board shall throvgh a transparent
and merit based process select and recommend to the Federal Government for
appointment of an Executive Director for each of the institutes and centers of the
NIH provided under Section 4 in the manner prescribed under this Act.
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(2): The vacancy of an Executive Director shall be advertised in
national and international print media and on the web site of the NIH and the
Min_istry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination.

(3) The Board shall prescribe Qudliﬁcations and eligibility criferia for
the post of each Executive Director.

(4) The Board shall from amongst the applicants shortlist not less than
five applicants for interview in person by the Board and select by a majority the
~ candidate on merit for the post of Executlve Director.

(5) Unless carlier removed by the Federal Government on the
recommendation of the Board, the term of an Executiie Director shall be four
~ years. An Executive Director may resign his office by writing under their hand
addressed to the Chalrperson of the NIH.

(6) The terms and conditions of service of an Executive Director shall _
be prescrlbed by the Board commensurate with the qualifications and experience
of the person to ensure a person of the highest capablhty

(7) The Board may recommend to. the Federal Government
reappointment an Executive Director for one. further term on the expiry of the:r

- first term based on their performance.

_ (8) An Executive Director shall have no conflict of interest and shall
- issue a declaration of no conﬂxct ‘

) 11. Functions and Powers of Executive Director—(1) An Executive
. Director shall be the administrative head of the relevant institute or center.

(2) The Executive Director shall,-
. (&) keep in custody the records and seal of the institute or center;

1h) appbint officers and other emiployees of the institute or center as
~may be delegated by the Board in the prescribed manner;

(¢)  supervise and control the administration of the institute or 'center
including disciplinary action against employees in a. manner
prescribed by the Board;
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@
{e)

()

(g)

(h)

(i)

12.

authorise payments and incur expenditures in accordance financial

rules as may be prescribed;

to execute deeds, docﬁmen_ts and contracts on behalf of the institute
or center in a manner delegated by the Board;

propose budget -estimates and revised - budget estimates and in
consultation with the Chief Financial Officer prepaire the same to
be placed before the Board for approval

take steps for the 1mplemen_tatlon of the functions o' the institute or-
center, decisions of the Board, working groups, committees and
sub-committees; '

prepare the annual report of the institute or center and present to
the Board for approval;

negotiate grants, funding and receive donations for the benf_:'fit of
the institute or center generally or for specific projects; and

to perform any othet duties or functions as may be issigned by the
Board or the Federal Government. »

 CHAPTER-VI
CENTERS AND INSTITUTES

Functions of the Center for Disease Control—{1) The Center

for Disease Control shall set the strategic agenda and mar date related to
infections disease surveillance as well as promotive, preventive and therapeutic
aspects for infectious diseases of publlc health importance in Pak stan

(2) The Center shall perform such functions .as are directed and
assigned by the Federal Government or the Board including,-

(a)

(&)

©

advisory on epldemics disease- outbreaks pres sntion, control
surveillance and response to an outbreak; -

preparation and application of the prmmples anl techniques of
emergency and preparedness at the national and sub-national
levels;

'develo'p an Emerging Infections Unit, the functior s of which shall ..
include— ' -
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(i) - Surveillance -and mdnitoriﬁg of emerging infections. and
conditions of public health importance via scientific and

- modern methods and technologies;

(iiy Analysis and interpretation of surveillance data and
information,

(it). Formulation of emergency response to prevent, contro! and
mariage emerging infections;

'(iv) Formulation of disease prevention programs which shall

' institute popylation-based and individual-based prevention '
interventions that aim to-minimize the impact of emergency
on the loss of ‘life and property, and to reduce the risks.
associated with the disease; ‘

(v} drug and vaccine stockpiles;

(vi) health promotion and heaith security;

(vii) communication and coordination with international, national
and sub-national organizations for development of strategies .
of disease confrol; and '

(viii) dissemination of information and communication with the

" public for implementing controls and mitigation strategies;
(d) develop a Diseases Specific Unit, the functions of which shall

include;

(i) . management of ongoing special disease programs such as,
Potlio, HIV, Hepatitis, Tuberculosis, Malaria etc.;

(i) management of future emerging special disease Programs as
identified by experts 'such as carbapenem resistant
Enterobacteriaceae, drug-resistant typhoid, COVID-19 etc.;

(iii) access, examine ‘and incorporate emerging international
developments in public health laboratory and drugs sciences;

(iv) Preventive activities contained in a program may include

vaccination and post-exposure prophylaxis, provision of
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information on behavioral and health risks, counselling,

* nutritional and food supplementation; hvgiene and health
services; and screening programmes for esrly detection of
disease.

(3) The Center shall with the assistance of the Federal and Provincial
‘Governments and all public authorities develop and maintain a surveillance
svstem to monitor infections and conditions of public health importance.

(4) The Center shall develop a testing and quarantinz policy for the
augmenting of the contact tracing efforts of exposed or infected individuals,
which shall be implemented in collaboration with the Federal and Provincial
Health Departments and other the health authorities in Pakistan who shall all
ensure assistance to the Center in implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(5) The Center in imp}emenfing its functions and the provisions of this

Act shall ensure the highest standards of human respect, dignity and privacy and

shall ensure maintenance of secrecy of personal health information and data of

the citizens in a manner that the same is not disclosed to any person so as to
cause any damage to the respect, dignity and reputation of a the citizens.

13. Declaration of Health Emergency or Epidemic.--The Center for
Disease Control on the basis of national disease surveillance data received
through national .and provincial disease surveillance centers or reporting by
health care professionals and health care institutions or due to zn extraordinary
event that constitutes a public health risk through the internazional spread of
disease and after having determined that;

(i) adisease or disorder presents a serious risk to the public at large;
or '

(ii) that an outbreak of infectious disease is significant enough to
- warrant the declaration of a health emergency; or

_ (iti) that an outbreak has significant potential to imminently affect
national security or the health and security of Pakistani citizens,
domestically, or “internationally, through loca! or imported
transmission; :

declare a national or localized Health Emergency or Epidemic.
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T (2) Upon deciaratlon of a state of health emergency or epidemic, the
Center shall advise and recommend measures to the Federal and Provmc;al
Govemments relevant authoritiés and the public. '

3) The Center and the NIH shail take all measures within its power
and capacity and provide all assistance to the governments and authorities and
the public to address a hcalth emergency or ep:demlc -

4 The Center may eétablish and categorize levels of a health
emergency ot epidemic and from time to time upgrade or downgrade the fevel-of
a health emergency or'epidemic. ' S

(5 The Center shall withdraw its declaration of a health emergency or
epidemic when satisfied that the reasons for such declaration have ceased to
exist.

~ (6) The federal and provincial governments and national and local
authorities shall provide all requested assistance.to the Center and the N1H in the
_ event of a declaration of heaith emergency or epldemlc

- (7) The Center and the NIH shall in the event of a health emergency or
epidemic prepare, establish and provide screening and testing protocols
including providing testing facilities where possible and have the authority to
public or private facilities to undertake screening and testing protocols and -
services. ' ' ' -

Col4s Functions of the Health Research Institute.—(1) The National
Health Research Institute shall promote and coordinate health rescarch in
Pakistan and act as the custodian of public research funds.

' (2) The Institute shall perform such functions as are directed and
assigned by-the Federal Govemmem or the Board including, '

(3) To promote, organize, coordmate and conduct scientific research
in the field of health inctuding allopathy, homeopathy, herbal, unam avurvedic
and traditional medicine,-

(a) ensure ethical compliance of medical and health related research to
establish national and mtematronal standards;

(b) _provide financial support for health research through grants and
fellowships;
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(¢) evaluate submitted research proposals for scientific quality, ethical
compliance and validity of outcomes, in ordcr to grant funds for
the research purpose;

{d) Oversee research projects funded by the NIH for scientific integrity
and ethical compliance;

(e) establish a National Bioethics Committee to coordinate and
promote ethical cversight as necessary of biom adical research in
Pakistan;

() advise thé Federal and Provincial Governmerts and any. other

relevant body or organization on matters related 1> health resea_rch;

" (g) establish, strengthen and expand blomformat:-s for support of
" research;

(h) establish linkages with national and international research
institutions, bodies and - organizations as /Vell as relevant
commumty groups and agencies; and

(i develop financial and other resources for its fun:tions and for the
‘support of research.

13.  Functions of the National Health Laboratory.- (1) The Naticnal
Health Laboratory shall establish and operate state of the art Core laboratories
capable ol performing all complex, modern measurements on human materials
in terms of chemical, bxologlc 1mmunologlc bacteriologic, . virologic, and
: molecular analy51s - : : '

(2) The Laboratory shall perform such functions as are dlrected and
assxgned by the Federal Govemment or the Board.

(3) The: Laboratory shall serve .as a réferencc laboratory for -
uncommonly available tests mcludmg new rescarch tests an shall coilaborate
with rusearch investigators to provide tests and analyses.

16. Functions of the Health Data Center.—(1) The Health Data
Center shall- function as the national central repo%ltory for all aspects of he’alm
infurmation and data.
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2)

The Center shall pertorm such funcuons ds are dlrected and

assigned by the Federal Government or the Board mc[udmg,

(a)

(b)

(c)

(dy

{e).

3)

access from relevant authorities information and data and house,
collate and analyze all health information and epidemiologic data
nationally;

¢stablish a central repository for all aépects of health information

- and data to ensure its easy availability on in digital format;

provide appropriate data analyt-ics;

to maintain and continually update'data- maternal and neonatal
health, neonatal, child health immunizations, adolescent and,
- communicable diseases, and . non-communicable  diseases,
population and demographics, health accounts, health services,
health system including human resource, supphes eqmpment and
infrastructure;

to’ devclop and. advise adoptlon of the standards and methods
standards and methods for efficient and secure exchange and

interoperability of healthcare data and information.

The Center shall ensure that its advice, policies, material, research

and reports are available to the general public on the web site of the NIH.

17

Functions of the Institute of Nutrition and Health.—(1) The

Institute of Nutrition zind_Health shall perform such functions as are directed and
assigned by the Federal Government or the Board including,-

(a)

(b)

(c}’

recommend policy, technical advice and research for. nutrition

~ sciences;

prepare education materials for the nutrition domain and- conduct
‘of capacity building activities for nutrition and dietary experts and
students of various nutrition programs in national universities;

engage with universities and their students for vartous projects and
research activities undertaken for the domain of nutrition;
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(d) approving and commissioning research on nutriiion and vueoing
enhancements of role in the context of develcpments in the
Nutrition Sciences; and

" {e) extend technical support to the federal and provincial nutrition
cells and Fedéral and Provincial Governments for nutrition
interventions planning and implementation.

(2) The Institute shall ensure that. its advice, polic ics, mat'erial.
resealch and repoxts arc Lnaﬂable to the general pubhc on the web site of the
' NIH :

- 8. Functioizs of Vaceine and Biolegical Center.—<{1) The Vaccine
and Biological Center shall perform such functions as are directed and assmned
by the Ft,deral Government or the Board including:— :

(a) produce biologica'l materials and vaccines;

(b) organize training programs through national diploma and'
specialized short-term training courses for. vaccire and biologic
production: .

{c) collaborate with national and international research institutes to
provide the technical input in the areas of vaccin: development.
vaccines research; and

{d) promote research activities and development towards improverment.
of biological products, up-scaling of technologies, introduction of
newer vaccines, diagnostics and other biological preducts. .

19. Functions of Center for Environmental and ()c'éupational
health.- (1) The center for occupational and environmental healia shall perform
such furctions as are directed -and assigned by the Federal Government or the
Board, including; ‘ : '

‘a) evaluate; per form research, analyse and adVlse ort cnvlronmenta]
‘hazards and occupational safety;

~

‘b) develop and provide national guidelines on environrental safety;

I's

¢} develop and provide national guidelines on occupational safety
including radiological, biological and chemical hazards;
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- {d) assist the Federal and Provincial (Jovemments n fonnulatmg laws

(e)

and policies related to enwronmental and occupatmnal safety;

act.in an advisory, investigative and consultative capacity to the
Federal or Provincial Governments or the public in specific
instances of actua[ or suspecied environmental or occupational
hazards. '

(’7) The Institute shall ensure that its advice, pollcles matenai

NIH.

20.

research and reports are available to the general public on the web site of the

CHAPTER-V
FINANCIAL MAN AGEMENT .

National Health Fund —(1) Immediately and not later than thlrtv

~days after the commencement of this Act, the Federal Government shall -
establish the National Health Fund to provide for thie operations and functions of
the NIH and its institutes and centers.

(2)

(2)

(b}

(e)
@

(©
(f)
(g)

®)

The National Heaith Fund shall consist of;
special grant by ‘the Federal Government to provide for any
shortfall in the annual approved budget of the NIH and grants in

aid from the Federal Government and the Provinc_:ial Governments;

one-time special grant as seed money at the time of estabhshment
of NTH of Rs. 50 billion by the Federal Govemment

-donations and endowments;

sale proceeds of vaccine sera, fee from Laboratory tests and health
certificates;

income from investments and deposits;
receipts from such sources as may be approved by the Board;
aid from international agencies, donors and foreign countries; and

loans from national and international agencies obtamed with the

- approval of the Federal Government.



560 ° THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., AUGUST 11, 2021  [PART]

(3) The National Health Fund shall be administered ar d controlled by’
the Board and shall be audited annually and accounts published pubhc]y

{(4) The funds of the National Health Fund shall be namtdmed with
the National Bank of Paklstan or any other scheduled bank as approved by the
Board.

21l Budget audit and accounts ——{1) Each institute and center shall
submit, by such date as may be prescribed, to the Board its budget in the
prescribed manner showing its estimated receipts and e\(pendltme for approval
of the Board. o

(2) The Boar'd-shaii appro{fe the financial reguiations.

~ (3) The accounts of the NIH including each institute and center shall -
be maintained in such form and manner as directed by the Board and as may be
- advised by the Accountant General of Pakistan. :

(4) The accounts of the NIH. shall be audited by one r more auditors
who are chartered accountants within the meaning, of the Chartered Accountants
Ordinance, 1961 (X of 1961), and are appointed by the Board -on the
recommendation of the Chief Financial Officer in a transpare: it, manner. Any
grants, aid, funds or loans provided by the Federal or Provincial Govemments or
a public body shall be auchted by the Auditor Generai of Pakistan.

(5) The audited accounts of the NIH shall be provided to the Federal
Government and shall be published on the website of the NIH.

22. Chief Financial Officer. ——(1) The Board shall -select and
recommend to the Federal Government for appointment a Chief Financial .
Officer of the NIH in a transparent manner on merit and on terms and conditions
~ to be prescribed by the Board. All provisions of sub-section (2) to (8) of section
“10A shall apply wutatis mutandis to the appointment of a Chief Executtve-
Officer..

(2) - The Board shall forward for approval the selected -andidate for the
position of Chief Financial Officer to a committee comprising .of Secretary
. Cabinet Division, Secretary Finance Division and Secretary Economic Affairs
Division. The appointment of the Chief Financial Officer shzll be made after
approval of the committee pursuant to this sub-section (2).

(3) The Chief Financial Officer shall be appoifted for a term of four
years, unless removed by the Board earlier, which term may be =xtended for one
further term by the Board based on performance.
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(4) The Chief Financial Officer shall perform such functions as are
directed and assigned by the Board or prescribed by rules and regulations
including- - -

(a)- maintaining the accounts of the NIH;

(b) assisting each institute and center in preparation of the annual
budget; N ' :

(¢). ensuring the audit of the accounts of the NIH; -

(d) maintaining the National Health Fund on the directions of the
Board; . .

(e} operating the bank accounts of the NIH in a manner delegated and
directed by the Board; '

AN developing'an annual financial plan for the NIH and;

(g) acting as secretary to the Finance and Audit Committee of the NIH.

CHAPTER VI
- MISCELLANEOUS

23. Reporting, dissemination and confidentiality of data.—{1) The

~ real time data, information and reports as produced by each Institute or Center or

the NIH shall be reported and regularly placed and updated on a public website

for wider dissemination and sharing, also in the national language, to keep the
public informed. . o : '

(2) The NIH shall act strictly in accordance with directions of the
Federal Government, as may be issued from time to time, for maintaining,
dissemination and utilization of Confidential National Data as may be made
available to the NIH or obtained by NIH. ' o

24. Delegation of powers.—The Board may, by general or special
order in writing, direct that all or any its powers under this Act shall, subject to
such conditions and in such circumstances as may be specified in the order, be
exercisable also by an. Executive Director or any specified member or officer of
the Board. — :

25. Ordinance XXIII of 1969 not to apply to Institute.—Nothing
contained in the Industrial Relations Ordinance, 1969 (XXIII of 1969), shall
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apply 1o or in relation 10 the Institute or any of the officers and «mployees of the '
Institute.

26. Directives from the Federal Government.—The Federal
Govemment may from time to time issue to the NIH such pe icies, directives
aad instructions as it may consider necessary for carrying out the purposes of
this Act and NIH and the Board shail be bound to act thereon

27. Discoveries and invcntions to vest in the NIH.—-All intellectual .
property and legal rights relating to discoveries and inventions and any
improvement in materials, methods, processes, apparatus or equipment made by

-any officers or employee of the NIH in the course of their empioyment shall vest
irt the NIH.

28. Transfer of existing emplovees of the National Institute of
Health and the Pakistan Research Council to the NIH.—(1) Notwithstanding
anything t¢ the contrary in any contract or agreement or in t1e conditions of
service, evcry person in the service of the National Institute o! Health and the
Pakistan Health Research Council immediately, before the commencement of
this Acz, shail stand transferred to the NIFH and become an emplovee of the NIH
on such térms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Board:

Provided that such terms and conditions shall not be lass favorable in
financia] terms than the terms and conditions admissible to thim immediately
before the commencement of this Act.

(2)  All'civil servants serving in the National Institute of Health or the
Pakistan Health Research Council before commencement of this Act may within
a period of three months of the commencement of this Act exe cise a one-time

“irrevocable option to become employees of the NITH. The civil servants who opt
for such employment, shall be subject to terms and conditions of employment as’
prescribed by the Board of Governors including but not limitec to their service
structure, promotion and disciplinary matters. Employees wiho opt for such
employment shall be entitled to post-retirement benefits and emoluments for the
period of their service as civil servants as per exxstmg government laws and
rules :

(3) A civil servant who does not exercise th_é option pursuant to sub-
section (2) shall remain a civil servant under the Civil Servants Act, 1973 (LXX1
of 1973) and shall be repatriated to the administrative division. '

(4) A civil servant, who opts to serve the NIH under sub-section (2),
shall cease to be a civil servant from the date of their absorption in'the service of
the NIH and their seniority and other matters vis-a-vis employment with the
NIH, shall be determined in the manner, as may be prescribed by the Board.
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7 29. Power to make rules—The Federal Government may, by
- notification in the otficial Gazette, make rules to carry out the purposes of this
Act. o

30. Power to make regulations.—The Board may make such
regufations not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act and the rules for
carrying out the purposes of this’ Act and as it may consider necessary or
expedient for the administration and management of the affairs of the NIH.

31. Removal of difficulties.—If any difficulty arises in-giving effect
to any of the provisions of this Act, the Federal Government may make such
order, not inconsistent with the plOVlSiOl’lS of this Act, as may appear to it to bc
necessary for the pulpose of removing the difficulty.

32, Jurisdietion in dispute resofution.—The civil court shall have
exclusive jurisdiction in respect of any and all disputes, arising -out matters of
employment and terms and conditions of service, or any ‘act of or contract
executed by the NIH. '

33. Repea[. and Savings. ——{1). The *National Institute of Health
. Ordinance, 1980 (Ordinance XLIll of .1980) shall stand 1epealed at the
“commencement of this Act.

(2) The Pakistan H.ealt‘h Research Council Act, 2016 (XH of 2016)
. shall stand repealed at the commencement of this Act. '

(3) All rules and bye laws of the National Institute of Health in force
~ immediately before the commencement of this Act shall, mutaris mutandis and
so far as they are not inconsistent with any of the prov:smns of this Act, continue
in force until repealed or altered by the Board. :

(4) Upon the commencement of this Act, the Natibndl Institute of
Health and the Pakistan Health Reqearch Council shall stand dissolved and upon
such dissolution;

(a) all assets, rights, powers, authorities and privileaes and all
property, movable and immovable, cash and bank balances, reserve
funds, investments and all other interests and rights in or arising.
out of such property and all debts, liabilities and obligations of
whatever kind of the National Institute of Health and the Pakistan
Hedlth Research Council shall be transferred to and vest in the
NIH; '

{(b) all contracts entered into and all matters and things engaged to be
done. with or for the National Institute of Health and the Pakistan
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Health Research Council before such dissolution shall be deemed
10 have entered into, or engaged to be done by, wit: or for the NIH;
and. . : :

{c) all suits and other legal proceedings instituted by or against
the National Institute of Health and the Pakistan ealth Research
Council before such dissolution shall be'_deemed to be suits and
proceedings by or against the NIH and shall be proceeded or
otherwise dealt with accordingly. ‘

MOHAMMAD QASIM § AMAD KHAN,
. Secretary. :
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